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gasp.1 In this action Maurice had reluctantly concurred,
but it was not long before the crisis was renewed in a
more formidable shape.

The Engineers' strike and the question of the active
intervention of the Christian Socialists in it grated on
the idealism of Maurice and his more orthodox followers,
but it did not touch the Tory fundamentals of their
conception of the social scheme. Early in 1852 Goderich
all unconsciously stumbled against this Holy of Holies.
The accession of Lord Derby to power with a minority
in the Lower House rendered a General Election
inevitable, and Goderich began to cast about for a
constituency to represent in the Radical interest. The
centre of gravity of his political opinions thus became
shifted from Christian Socialism to political Radicalism,
and the result was soon seen in a pamphlet he prepared
for the series of tracts for working men then being
published by the Christian Socialists. It was a vivid
and rapid survey of the democratic movement from the
earliest ages to the present day, and a strong assertion
of " the duty of the age " to abolish aristocracies of all
kinds and to realize popular self-government, universal
suffrage, and all the other enfranchising aspirations of
democracy. The argument was set in what Goderich
apparently imagined to be an orthodox Christian
Socialist framework. He dealt with democracy precisely
as Maurice had dealt with Socialism, declaring it to be
a God-given principle vouched for by the Old Testament,
and owing its first great stimulus to the example and
teaching of Jesus. It sought, in short, to expaad
Christian Socialism into Christian Democracy, thus
rendering to the state the same re-Christianizing service
that Maurice and Kingsley had tried to render to society*
At the same time, it was an outspoken exposition of
radicalism in its most extreme form.

As Goderich's first public confession of political faith,
the Duty of ike Age is a biographical document of much

* Webb: History of Tretdt Unionism, p. 197.